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The students will:

Time:

‘making choices within limits’.  Said another way, it’s about ‘freedom within responsibilities’, which is
the intentional educating of children as to the consequences of their choices in regard to 
themselves, others and the environment (i.e. how to act responsibly).  This self-awareness of 
choice, the resultant consequences and their ultimate responsibility is another hallmark of critical 
thinking skills enabling children to act proactively to solve the problems of the 21st century and to
construct themselves as caring and compassionate people. 

Organization
In the title of each pdf. document, the first number stands for the week in the school year and the 
next letter stands for a day of the week (a = Monday, b = Tuesday, c = Wednesday, d = Thursday 
and e = Friday).  All of the .pdfs contain a group lesson and a poster-sized illustration.  In addition, 
almost all of the Monday (’a’) .pdfs contain either one or two pages of homework, which is located 
at the very end of the .pdf.  Additional pictures, background information, parent notes and forms 
may also be attached to the appropriate .pdf.

More then One Lesson
In some weeks there are more than one lesson for a particular day. (See, 1a The Meaning of 
Love/Respect, as an example of this.) This is because there is either too much content for a given
week or the two lessons have similar objectives but different approaches to the lesson.  In this 
instance you can choose to do only one or the other lesson, do both on that day or save one lesson
for use at a latter time.
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Day:
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0

Month:

Illustration
The ‘Banana and the Plum’ was a fairly
complicated play that was made 
possible by using the people puppet 
technique.  On the document page for
this play, click the ‘Computer 
Generated’ button to see an actual clip
of this technique in action. (In the 
database version, it is attached in the
.pdf version)

Topics:
Choice
This essential exercising of the 
individual will through choice is the 
cornerstone of this curriculum.  In this
curriculum, this choice is neither 
unlimited or unguided which would be 
disadvantageous to children.  It is 
limited by the Montessori principle of
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Purpose of the Format
Instead of publishing The Pax Curriculum as a hard copy, the choice was intentionally made to keep 
it in a format that is dynamic by nature, either in a database file or in individual pdfs.  This makes it
possible to refine and extend the curriculum without needing to publish a revised edition.  
Additionally, this means that you are both welcome and encouraged to submit your peacemaking 
lessons for possible inclusion into this curriculum.  LTLS retains the right to either accept or decline
said submittals. In addition, we retain the right to edit lessons for both grammatical integrity and 
for appropriate content.

Three Year Cycle
These lessons were intentionally created with the same idea or concept being presented for three 
consecutive years.  This is because many of these skills and concepts will only make it into short 
term memory unless they are revisited.  (This also reinforces the need to make these skills and 
concepts part of the daily routine of the classroom; part of the social matrix of conventions and 
norms.) Finally, as children mature and their social awareness increases, these same lessons will 
take on new meaning.  Older students can also be utilized in the production of the plays, can act as
mediators to resolve conflicts and be called on to help lead the lessons giving them an alternative, 
extended experience and honing their leadership skills.

Illustrations
Clicking on the ‘Illustration’ button, (in the database version, it is attached in the
.pdf version) will take you to a full page, landscape view of the illustration.  This can be printed and
colored in by the students, or posted to get your students to start thinking about the topic, or to 
help remind them of what they’ve already learned.

Homework
The first day of each week has a link to a homework page or it is attached to the .pdf.  It is best to
send the homework home the following week after the topic has been covered.  The homework has
been designed to be completed over a three day period during the school week.  (I believe that 
children should have free time to play and be with friends and family.) The purpose of the 
homework is to help the student review the information and to also inform/teach the family in the 
particular peacemaking concept/skill.

Homework Introductory Letter
Dear	  Parent,

Each	  week	  we	  will	  be	  sending	  Peacemaking	  Homework	  home	  with	  your	  child.	  	  The	  reason
we	  are	  doing	  this	  is	  so	  that:	  your	  child	  can	  review,	  reinforce	  and	  practice	  the	  concepts,	  skills	  
and	  attitudes	  he	  or	  she	  has	  learned;	  you	  will	  be	  kept	  informed	  of	  what	  we’ve	  studied	  and	  
Binally,	  so	  that	  you	  can	  incorporate	  these	  same	  ideas	  into	  your	  home	  life	  if	  you	  so	  desire.	  	  If	  you
choose	  to	  do	  the	  latter,	  this	  will	  lead	  to	  a	  greater	  consistency	  between	  school	  and	  home	  with	  
the	  child	  gaining	  greater	  retention	  and	  proBiciency.

Any	  character	  development	  or	  social	  skills	  curriculum	  that	  is	  written	  is	  going	  to	  reBlect	  the
values	  and	  ideals	  of	  the	  author.	  	  We	  chose	  to	  use	  The	  Pax	  Curriculum	  because	  its	  stated	  goal	  is	  
to	  have	  the	  students	  learn,	  and	  practice	  each	  day,	  how	  to	  intentionally	  make	  choices	  in	  how	  
they	  care	  for	  (love)	  and	  respect	  themselves,	  others	  and	  the	  natural	  world	  so	  that	  they	  might	  
proactively	  create	  a	  more	  peaceful	  community	  and	  world.	  	  This	  goal	  reBlects	  and	  is	  congruent
with	  the	  mission,	  values	  and	  ideals	  of	  this	  school.	  	  We	  also	  like	  it	  because	  it	  is	  balanced	  in	  both	  
its	  presentation	  and	  perspective.	  	  If,	  however,	  you	  have	  a	  viewpoint	  that	  differs	  from	  what	  was
presented	  that	  particular	  week,	  please	  make	  sure	  that	  you	  discuss	  this	  with	  your	  child	  giving	  
both	  your	  position	  and	  explaining	  why	  it	  is	  important	  to	  you.	  	  In	  addition,	  feel	  free	  to	  alter	  or	  
amend	  the	  homework	  as	  you	  see	  Bit.	  	  Please	  include	  a	  note	  on	  the	  returned	  homework	  
indicating	  your	  position	  and	  what	  work	  was	  done.
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Immersive Experience
It is very important to make the concepts and skills of The Pax Curriculum a part of the vary matrix
of the classroom community.  This means that while the concepts and skills are studied in isolation
to make them understandable to the students, they then need to be incorporated into the physical
environment, daily routines, classroom rules and ways of being in the classroom.  For example, the 
lesson, Smile and Say, “Hi”, is presented and from that day on whenever the students enter the 
classroom the teacher greets them in such a friendly manner and it is expected that the student will
reciprocate in kind.  Another example would be after presenting, Climbing the Mountain of Learning,
and while dismissing the students from a group presentation to go back to their work is to ask 
them, by a show hands, “Who’s ready to climb that Mountain of Learning?”  Asking them this 
simple question reminds them of all of the concepts and skills they’ve learned helping them form an
appropriate attitude for the day.  As Edgar Friedenberg said, “What is learned in school depends far
less on what is taught than on what one actually experiences there.”

By logical extension, if the entire school and even the student’s own home, utilize these same 
concepts, skills and attitudes, there is an even greater chance that the child will actually remember
and utilize them.  It’s very much like throwing a stone (the lesson) into a pond (classroom 
community) with the subsequent ripples reaching far beyond (greater community) the initial splash.
So, The Pax Curriculum is about making waves, waves that will hopefully help carry us to the distant
shores of true world peace. :)

Transforming Culture or Affirming Culture
During the typical school year, there are many holidays and major social events that take place.  
Overall, it has been been the intent of this curriculum to make these holidays more meaningful for 
the students.  Some of these holidays have negative connotations associated with them (e.g. 
Halloween) and so this curriculum has transformed them into meaningful, positive and fun 
experiences.  Some holidays (e.g. Valentines Day) have been secularized to the point that the 
original meaning has been lost and little or no meaning of substance has replaced it.  In this 
instance, the original religious traditions have been explained in a respectful manner, and then either
new traditions have been introduced to provide additional meaning or old traditions have been 
extended to also add more substance.  There are also holidays where time is taken off from school
because of the importance of the historical event (e.g. Veterans Day, MLK Day, Columbus Day, 
Thanksgiving, etc.) where the students often have little idea as to the cultural significance of the 
event.  In these instances, the curriculum attempts to make these events understandable in an 
experiential manner.

Choosing Partners
At times The Pax Curriculum divides the students into pairs, triads or small groups and there are 
several ways to accomplish this task.  The easiest way to divide into pairs is to have students turn 
to the student next to them with the teacher orchestrating which way they turn.  This way works 
fine if you want students working with their friends since they naturally tend to sit next to one 
another.  Another way of dividing students so that they’re less likely to end up with a close friend is
to have the them count off.  Take the total number of students and divide it by the number of 
groups you want.  So if you have 24 students and you want groups of two, divide 24 by two and 
have the students count off from 1 - 12.  When I want mixed groups of varying ages, experience 
levels or some other criteria, I appoint students to a specified group.  Lastly, there are various 
creative ways such as when the teacher says to the students to go find somebody else with the 
same colored socks, or a similar interest or some other common trait.
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Questions
Almost all of the activities in the Pax Curriculum have ‘Group Discussion Questions.’  The purpose of
these question is to have the students consciously reflect on the experience that they just had and
to engage their critical thinking skills.  This means that in this question/answer process you want to
accept all reasonable answers, but then you want to challenge their thinking by asking probing 
questions like: “Why do you think that?  What led you to that conclusion?  How do you know that’s
true?”  

When asking questions you can also get more students involved in answering instead of just one 
student.  Have the other students agree or disagree with an answer by raising their hand, standing
up or some other physical gesture.  They can also share the answer with a classmate sitting next to
them or in a small group before somebody answers it for the whole group.  The goal is to have the
student be actively involved in the discussion and not just sitting there passively.

There are times when I will allow students to ‘pass’ on a question.  This is when the question is of a
personal nature.  When it is a question of content, process etc., when the student should have 
been paying attention, then they need to be responsible for reflecting that content.

People Puppets
Students often enjoy performing in plays, but memorizing lines while learning dramatic gestures can
be an arduous and time consuming process.  To get around these problems I invented ‘people 
puppets.’  Instead of strings or rods or hands to animate a puppet, it is now the teacher’s voice  
that directs the ‘people puppets.’  The teacher’s voice gives the actual words that the actors will 
parrot, demonstrates through example voice inflection and cadence and finally gives direction for 
movement.  With more experienced students, or students that have already experienced the play, 
they usually can add more of their own gestures and can at times even ad-lib lines.

It’s interesting to note that just like with a puppeteer or a ventriloquist that can be actually seen, 
people, including adults, tend to ignore the fact that the puppet and puppeteer are connected and
see the puppet as a separate entity.  With ‘people puppets’ the audience doesn’t mind that they’re
hearing the script twice since they are focusing on the actor.  In fact, students probably hear and 
retain more since they hear it twice.

With many of the plays in the Pax Curriculum you can choose any name for the actors, just don’t 
use the student’s own name. This so the student doesn’t take the words or actions of the 
character as a reflection of themselves.  Conversely, in some cases you’ll want the student to use 
their own name because the characteristics of the play character will be affirming for the student.
This will be evident by the objectives of the lesson and the script.

In general, the directions are to choose older students that are dramatic for the initial play.  
Instruct the actors that they will be ‘people puppets.’ Tell them to try and copy the inflections in 
your voice and follow the directions.  You could also run off copies of the script for each actor but 
then students often focus more on reading then on acting.  Encourage older, experienced actors to
ad-lib, but stay within the context of the story.  Remind the actors that they are portraying 
fictitious (pretend) people, and that the actions of the characters in no way reflect upon who they
actually are.  Break up long sections in scripts into short phrases.  Finally, the students will be as 
animated and uninhibited as you are, so don’t be afraid to be exuberant!
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