
 learn how to take generalized compliments and 
'hone' them into specific compliments.

Objectives/Aims

Be Specific

Materials
white board and marker

Complimenting Others

30 min.

The students will:

Time:

 2.  Go around the group giving generalized compliments to each person followed by a specific 
group.  Ask the students what the difference was between the two compliments.  Which of the two
did they prefer?
Example:  Compare “You’re nice”  to “I really like how you help me with my work.”

3.  Brainstorm as a group for generalized compliments (e.g. "Good job."  "You look nice."  "I like 
you.") and write them on the board.

4.  Divide the group into pairs and have them choose a generalized compliment from the board and
then try to turn it into a better compliment by thinking up as many specific ways to say it as 
possible.

5.  Back as a group, have the pairs share both their generalized compliment and several of their 
specific compliments.

Group Discussion Questions
1.  What's the difference between a generalized compliment and a specific one?

A:  A generalized compliment uses ambiguous words to describe another person’s behavior 
whereas detailed compliments are more exacting in nature.

Week #: 15
Day: c. Wed.

Week #:
15

Month: Dec.

Illustration
Imagine that you baked this pie. Which
of the boy’s compliments would you 
rather hear?  Why?

Background
Giving somebody a generalized 
compliment such as, "Nice job," is 
definitely a step in the right direction.
However, a compliment about a 
specific detail shows that you were 
really paying attention.  It also gives 
the other person a more accurate 
picture of their behavior and what was
positive about it.

Group Activity
1.  Invite students to share their 
experiences in the 'Compliment Club.’
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Group Discussion Questions (continued)
2.  Why is one better than the other?

A:  A specific compliment shows that you were really paying attention to detail and gives the 
other person more precise information about his or her behavior.

3.  Who received a specific compliment that really touched them?

Variations/Extensions
1.  Challenge the students to give a 'zinger' - a really good specific compliment.  Ask them to 
remember the reaction of the person so that they can report on it the next day.

2.  Make an 'Octopus Diagram' where the students place a generalized compliment in the head of 
the octopus with a specific compliment stretching out as each of the arms.

Conclusion
Say, “A generalized compliment is like getting a plain piece of cake.  It's good.  A specific 
compliment is like getting your favorite piece of cake with your favorite icing AND with your 
favorite ice cream.  Pretty fantastic!”
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Imagine that you baked this pie.
Which of the boy’s compliments would you rather hear?  Why?
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