
 tell what the word love means in their own words, 
distinguish between brotherly and romantic love, and recognize that not 
liking somebody simply because of their sex is a form of prejudice.

Objectives/Aims

The Meaning of Love

Materials
none

Introduction to Love & Respect

30 min.

The students will:

Time:

Group Activity
Say, “I’m going to do a three act play.  Watch and listen carefully to what happens in each act and 
think about how they are similar and how they are different.”

Say, “Act 1.”
Stand with your back to the group and cross your arms over your chest, rub your hands up and 
down your back, giving yourself a hug while loudly kissing your bicep.  No doubt this will elicit a few
giggles and groans from the students.  Say loudly, “How I love you, darling!  I can’t live without you!
My heart pounds like a huge drum whenever I’m around you!  I want to marry you and live with you 
forever!”

Say, “Act 2.”
Pretend you are holding a squirming puppy in your arms and say, “This is my puppy Lappy Sappy.  
You can see he is very cute, but sometimes I have to clean up after him because he makes smelly 
messes.  I love him a lot.  I will take good care of him forever!”

Say, “Act 3.”
Pretend you have your arm around the shoulders of a younger student.  If you are male, the pretend
student should be a female student and vice versa if you are female.  Say, “Hi.  My name is Sam and
I’m in the 3rd grade.  This is my friend Sara and she is in the 2nd grade.  If she ever needs help or 
gets in trouble on the playground, I go out of my way to help her.  She has been my friend since last
year and she has a really cool, but silly laugh!”

Week #: 1
Day: a. Mon.

Week #:
1

Month: Aug.

Illustration
Which of the pictures shows romantic 
love?  Which pictures show brotherly 
love?

Background
The Webster’s Dictionary defines love
as:
a.  Intense affection for another arising
out of kinship or personal ties
b.  A strong feeling of attraction 
resulting from sexual desire

The author’s definition of brotherly 
love:
a.  A commitment (based primarily on
conscious choice rather than a 
transitory feeling) of caring with an 
emotional and/or spiritual connection
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Group Discussion Questions
1.  What happened in each act?

A: Implicit within each act stated above.

2.  What was similar in each act?
Accept all answers, but lead the students toward the following points:

      A: In each act
-a person cared strongly about another person, place or thing.  There was a connection.
-the person was committed to the other.
-there was love.

Say, “In each of these acts, there was love.  This love is where we care about something and we are
willing to commit to it.  The love in Act 1 is called romantic love and the love in Acts 2 and 3 is 
often referred to as brotherly or sisterly love.

3.  By a show of hands, how many of you think romantic love is right for you at this age?
A:  It is not right for you.  Romantic love is for teenagers and adults; it is not for children.

4.  Brotherly love is where you are committed to caring for somebody or something (make sure the
students understand what the word committed means).  By a show of hands, how many of you 
think brotherly love is okay between you and a pet?  ...a brother or sister?  ...a friend?  ...your 
classmates?

A:  Yes, in all of these situations, brotherly love is appropriate.

5.  Do you really think it’s okay to be friends with a girl if you are a boy and vise versa?  Can’t you 
catch ‘cooties’ (boy or girl germs) by being too close to them, or touching them?

A:  No, you can’t catch ‘cooties’ by having a friend of the opposite gender.  At your age you 
need to learn how to be a good friend with the opposite gender, which will help you someday when
you are old enough to date or get married.

At this point, you can relate an experience where you had a friend of the opposite gender.  
Example: My wife was a friend first before I started dating her, and she is still my best friend.

6.  By a show of hands, do you think it’s right not to like somebody simply because their skin is a 
different color?  ...because they are fat or thin?  ...because they just happen to be a boy or girl?

A:  Not liking someone just because of their skin color, physical appearance or sex is considered
wrong in our culture.  This is called prejudice.  You should choose your friends based on their 
character traits (kind, funny, etc.), and not their looks.

Variations/Extensions
1.  Do each act and ask the questions between each one.

Conclusion
Say, “Who can tell me what romantic love is?  Who can tell me what brotherly love is?
In this classroom, when we talk about love, it will be brotherly love.  It is about making a heartfelt 
commitment to take care of yourself, others, and nature.  This ‘brotherly love’ is the most 
important work in this classroom.  It is more important than math or language or reading.  Love is 
the essence of life.”

Week #:
1



Which of the pictures shows romantic love?  Which pictures show brotherly love?
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